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to cure his indifference, to combat his irresponsibility.
The job of a "shock trooper" in industry is not open
to as many risks as is the job of the city agitator who
is sent to the peasant villages to force the govern-
ment's collectivization programme upon them, but it
has its physical dangers none the less.
In one of the factories of Moscow, such a progres-
sive worker addressed a meeting of his fellow em-
ployes urging them to increase production and to put
some real enthusiasm into the job. His remarks were
greeted with sullen speechlessness. When the agitation
meeting was finished and the man left the hall, he was
overtaken by a group of workmen who split his head
with an axe, killing him instantly.
This case got into the newspapers. There are others,
many others, that the press is not permitted to report.
In a factory in Ukraine employing 7000 people, 150
uniformed soldiers were scattered in various parts of
the building, this in addition to again as many secret
service men who hung about the place, doing nothing.
I asked one of the foreign engineers why so many sol-
diers were needed at the factory.
"I suppose," he replied, "it is to keep those 'udar-
niki' or speed-up men from being slaughtered by the
rest of the workers; they are a lazy lot, you know."
I asked one of the workmen at the factory why Rus-
sians were working so badly at home, while in the
steel mills of Pittsburgh, Gary, or South Chicago they
were counted excellent workers.